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Dear Members, 
  
 
Here is what David has been up to in October:                                                                        
 

 Dispatches - From Monday 7th until Friday 11th David read extracts from this book on BBC Radio 
4. He was thrilled with the wonderful reviews  ('the best ones I ever got for radio work'). The author, 
Michael Herr, even emailed him to congratulate him as he was so impressed by David's portrayal of 
the characters. 

Other Information: 
 Les Enfants de la TV - David's off to Paris sometime this month to take part in this TV programme 

hosted by Arthur. It is one of those shows where they get a panel of celebrities to discuss things. 
Usually, the guests are on the set the whole evening….that'd be about 1h30! It's not live 
though….so, even though it's recorded in November, it may not be screened until later?! I'm sure it'll 
be a great opportunity for David to catch up with his numerous Paris-based friends….and enjoy the 
wonderful food and wine (something that he definitely appreciates!) 

 Biography - It's progressing nicely but David worries that publishers will want him to dish out dirt on 
a lot of people in Hollywood, something that he's reluctant to do. He's trying to re-think the whole 
approach and maybe focus on world events that were happening at the time and how this affected 
him and his thinking. He reckons there's no way the book can be ready for another year or so 
anyway. 

 Dr Who - We mentioned in the September issue that David had recorded a voice-over for Dr Who. 
Well, it was for a story called 'Death Comes To Time' and is the BBC's first on-line drama. David 
plays 'Mission Control' and it also stars Sylvester McCoy (as Dr Who) and Stephen Fry. It can be 
listened to by going to www.bbc.co.uk/cult You will need to have the correct means to hear it, such 
as real play, but there is a step by step guide on how to do this when you access the site.  

 Pablo Neruba - Pablo is a famous South American poet and David's been a great fan of his poems 
for decades. Whilst in Idaho in the summer he went into the studio and recorded some of his poetry. 
He thought it'd be interesting to blend some music with the words - another innovative concept. But 
whether any of this will actually be released only time will tell. 

Members CD request 
DSAC member Stacey Jageson is wanting to buy the CD of David performing in 'Blood Brothers'. If 
anyone is willing to sell it to her or know where she can purchase it please contact her at:     P.O.Box 
408, Carmichael, California 95609 USA                                                                     

                                                                                                                                       In friendship 
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Interview from “H !” (the Society Magazine) 
Exclusively published on the Costa Del Sol, 
Issue 17, October 2002.  2 euros worth ($2). 

 
 
DAVID SOUL 

Famous for his role as the fun loving cop Hutch in the  
1970’s top TV series  H!  speaks to the blue eyed boy  

while on a recent visit to Marbella. 
 

 
David Soul the blue-eyed, blonde-haired 70s heartthrob, rekindled memories of days gone by for 

many when he attended the recent Innocence Ball in Marbella.  Known in his early days as the elusive 
‘Masked Man’, David Soul (Solberg), the Chicago born star started his career in music and then hot 
footed his way into the acting business being most famously known for his role as Ken Hutchinson in 

the world renowned cop show S&H.  27 years on from his debut as Hutch as British TV, H! caught up 
with David during his recent visit to the coast to talk about his past, his inspirations and his future 

as well as his friendship with his then co-start PMG (aka Starsky). 
 
David, what has brought you to Marbella and more precisely, the Innocence Ball ? 
 
There is a funeral in London this afternoon of a dear friend of mine, Lizzie McKenzie.  I’ve known her and her husband 
Michael since 1972.  He’s a fantastic jazz player and singer and we met on the London scene. They moved to Marbella a 
while ago. Lizzie called me and asked if I would do a charity performance at this year’s Innocence Ball.  At the time she was 
dying of cancer.  I should be at her funeral today in London but I know she would want me to be here rather than there. She 
was very happy that I was coming here to do something for the kids. 
 
So, going back in time, were you born into a family of actors ? 
 
Well, yes in a way.  I was born into a family of preachers, but I guess it’s the same thing ! 
 
Did that influence you to go into the industry, the scene of your father on the stage ? 
 
My father was my main influence.  He was a preacher, but he was also a history and political science teacher, and since he 
was my hero, I wanted to follow in his footsteps and become a teacher.  I suppose, in a way, that’s what this industry is about.  
As well as entertaining, it’s also about communicating with an audience.  You make them laugh, cry, you educate them and 
open them up to new experiences. 
 
With your background, the last thing your parents expected was for you to become an actor or 
entertainer, were they disappointed ? 
 
Not at all. I believe that a parent’s role is to provide a path or opportunity for their children.  The only thing my parents ever 
said to me was ‘do whatever you want to do, but do it well’. In the case of the Innocence Ball, these kids have to struggle to 
find their own paths because they come from abusive situations.  It’s not provided for them.  Luckily for me, I had good 
supportive parents.  It took them a while to adjust to the path I chose but they supported my decision. 
 
When did you change your path from a teacher to entertainer ? 
 
It wasn’t really a choice but a continuation.  I went to Mexico to study social and political history during that really charged 
period in Mexican history in the early sixties, that I found my path in a way. It was a time when students wanted to take 
control of their own country, not just in Mexico but also in Europe and the United States.  It was then that the people decided 
to teach me the songs of Mexico.  When I went back to the States to continue my studies I used music.  People thought me a 
bit strange at first ; a blond haired, blue-eyed Norwegian who sang Mexican folk songs, but I used it to my advantage and got 



a job.  And so the music became my ticket to education. It was how I paid my way through school.  I sang in clubs such as 
The Ten O’Clock Scholar, the same club Bob Dylan came out of. 
 
 
When did music stop being a way to pay for your education and start as a career ? 
 
At only 20 years old I got married.  I was still a kid myself but in those times, if you got someone pregnant, you had no 
choice but to get married.  So I left school and the only thing I could do was sing.  When my marriage failed I moved from 
Minnesota to New York at the age of 22 and I began to sing on stage.  But I covered my face with a mask and called myself 
‘the covered man’.  I didn’t want to be known for anything other than my music and for months I was the talk of the town.  
Behind the mask, I was everyone from Bob Dylan trying to make it straight to Mayor Lindsay trying to break into show-
business. 
 
You are often perceived as the actor who turned singer, but listening to your story, it seems to be the 
other way round. 
 
Very much so, music always came first.  I never set out to be an actor. 
 
So when was your big break as an actor ? 
 
My first role on stage was in the play Sergeant Musgraves Dance by John Arden.  I didn’t know if it was the world I was 
looking for at the time but I loved it !   
 
I went into acting because I had to make a good living.  I had a child now and I had to support him any way I could.  I then 
did an audition in New York shortly after I took the mask off on a scene from I am a camera and the guys who handled all the 
talent for Columbia Pictures automatically gave me a contract.  $250 a week and an airplane ticket to Los Angeles.  I also did 
a record at that time called ‘The Covered Man’, for MGM, done with the best blues band that was the hottest thing next to 
The Stones.  I wasn’t happy but Iwasn’t unhappy.  I was just doing what I had to do to survive. 
 
How did S&H come about ?  Did you know Paul beforehand ? 
 
By then, I was fairly well known in the industry having been on TV with ‘Here Come the Brides’ for two years but work 
wasn’t exactly steady.  I guess it was luck that S&H came along. Paul & I were both struggling actors.  One night he would 
serve me in a restaurant, and the next night I would serve him.  It was what out of work actors did. 
 
Did you enjoy working together ? 
 
Yeah, we had great fun ; we tried as much as we could to say this was really about two men that just happened to be cops, two 
men that would lay down their lives for one another.  It was much more about friendship and loyalty. We were great friends 
off screen as well.  We fought like friends, we cared about each other like friends, we envied each other like friends, and we 
competed like friends.  We were very close.  We still are, he’s like my brother.  I thank the show for that.  I found a life long 
friend.  Boy did we fight but fair fights are healthy.  It’s the unfair manipulative fights, like those in marriages, I don’t agree 
with.  Don’t get me wrong, most will know I’m as guilty as any of manipulative fights but I help others now in realising how 
damaging they can be. 
 
 
Do you still watch S&H ? 
 
Now and again.  I’m very proud of it and it was fantastic for its time.  I think that if you can create one thing in your time that 
will stay with people then it’s a success.  It’s still around today and I’m proud of that.  We all thought it would be a one off. 
Paul and myself had no ambition for the glamorous lifestyle but we enjoyed it all the same. 
 
The success of S&H must have made you a very wealthy man ? 
 
No, firstly, I’ve had 4 marriages and 6 kids.  Divorce is not cheap.  I’ve had the Beverley Hills mansion but it doesn’t interest 
me anymore.  Secondly, I was bought out when the series ended so I get nothing from the show.  So when the programme 
finished, we each received a small percentage.  We didn’t have any idea that the show would do as well as it did and the offer 
came up to buy us out.  It wasn’t a lot, about $125,000.  It has sold for $25 million since then. But, like I said, we had no idea 



it would be that successful. In a way I do feel we were robbed, not out of naivety but greed.  Now I’m not broke but I’m not a 
wealthy man either. 
 
If you knew then what you know now, would you have ever sold your soul as such? 
 
I didn’t sell my soul, they took it.  I was too innocent.  And it wasn’t a nice thing to do but there is a big difference between 
selling your soul and having it taken. What makes me angry is that I know that it hasn’t just happened to us but it has 
happened to a lot of people. 
 
What is happening in the life of DS now ? 
 
After S&H I went back into music because it was my life and I was driven by my love for music.  I also still do a lot of 
theatre. I love it; in fact, I’ve just finished a nationwide tour in the UK. Paul & I also want to make a film and bring S&H 
back 25 years later.  But because we don’t own the trademark, if we make something that remotely resembles S&H we can be 
sued.  Even if it’s not a cop film, if Paul & I are in it, the public can still see us as S&H.  But we are not giving up. We are 
going to try and find a way around it. 
 
Whatever happens, S&H will go down in history as one of the television’s all time greats and DS was still 
part of a duo who decked the walls of many a teenage girl’s bedroom…. 
 
Yes. As the years go on I still get 30 something coming up to me with their three kids saying ‘I had you pinned up on my 
wall’. There is still the little girl inside every woman and it’s really lovely to see that twinkle still in their eyes. However, as 
much as it is nice, that’s not what I’m about, I’ve never seen myself that way.  
 
 
Sylvie offers fantastic photos for sale  
 
Sylvie says: There will be 4 pictures from Peterborough (of David waving my friends good-bye on the train platform --- 
these are quite unusual shots and he had such a peaceful look on his face that I think they will go down well). Originals are in 
colour, from the waist up.  
There will be 7 pictures from Milton Keynes. Half will be the ones on the website (with the chair and with myself), and half 
made of other portraits (with no glasses) that haven't been published yet. One is a photo of him carefully taking photos of fans 
coming towards him ! :)  
There will be 3 photos of David without the beard, by the fireplace. One of him, profile pensive, the one already on our 
website, and a similar portrait of him looking straight at me but without his hand on his face. These will be ultra recent - just a 
week old ....  
And, last but not least, 23 pictures from the Fab Cafe rehearsals. Most with the stunning silky blue shirt, some with the 
beige jacket and some of him just wearing a beige T-shirt, looking positively cuddly ! :) As I had $400 of expenses to go to 
these various locations, stay overnight, take unpaid leave, etc. I'm having to boost my prices a little bit to help me recover 
this.  We will therefore have £30 for a 6x4 set of 34 good prints ($52.50) or £37 for a 7x5 set ($65). (Please note that these 
prices include the 15% reduction for those who donated a minimum of £3/$5US to the DSAC. All other members 
please add on 15% extra.) All pictures will be gloss, it makes my life easier, sorry! Once I've changed jobs, i.e. next 
Thursday, when I will work in another side of town, there will be no 'photo shop' around the corner anymore so I will only be 
able to collect orders on Saturdays.  
Please send all moneys to Sylvie (see address on page 1 of the n/letter). 
 
 

                                                                                                     


